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[Music] so it's i'll take a deep breath acknowledge that wherever we are on turtle island we are on indigenous 
land we're very grateful to the ohlone people here in santa cruz we're all indigenous to somewhere we call on 
our indigenous ancestors we call in our guides of the light we know this is a in the most broad way in the 
most non-religious way this is a spiritual path that we're on and to realize what greta called for to do what is 
absolutely necessary not just what is politically feasible because without that her generation has no hope so 
that's those are our marching orders and we welcome you all today we're again here with danny sheehan 
who is co-founder with sarah nelson his partner and wife of romero institute and of the earlier christic institute 
constitutional attorney par excellence uh all-around great storyteller wonderful guy danny sheehan take it 
away danny all right we're back to life all right thank you everybody for for uh i would say coming out for a 
friday evening but thank you for staying in for a private friday evening uh for us to get together on this what 
we're what we're tempted to do is to try to rise up above the the kind of din of everyday uh horrors that are 
basically uh put out anew each day by by trump you know i mean as of yesterday we know that he's 
suggesting that maybe we're going to have to delay the election uh he's you know talking about the fact that 
you know if 
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talking about the fact that you know if there are any mail-in ballots it's going to take weeks and weeks to 
determine who who the president is and then he uh he added with all the litigation that will follow you know it 
could take years to really figure out who the who the new president is and what the election says so that you 
know these these types of bizarre uh actions that he takes in addition to sending in you know federalized law 
enforcement people into portland and other places i've been a little busy this week because the the police 
department in seattle washington has subpoenaed the outtakes of all of the video coverage by the four major 
television stations there in seattle and the seattle times demanding that they have to respond to a subpoena 
to produce all of their outtakes from their videos they want to be able to see all the people that were in the 
demonstrations uh and who did what at any given time the media have been fighting that and so i've been 
getting calls because as you probably know that that we initiated at the harvard civil rights law review back in 
1968 the original case challenging uh the subpoenaing of outtakes from nbc television uh during the uh the 
civil disturbances that arose after the assassination of martin luther king jr so that's the case that went all the 
way to the united states supreme court and uh generated the shield statutes that that that were put in and 
actually caused the swing vote justice powell in the united states supreme court decision that came out 
under bransberg versus hayes to say that well it wasn't really necessary to determine whether there was an 
absolute first amendment right of journalists to protect their news sources uh but said that in light of all the all 
the shield statutes that have been passed they didn't have to pass on that issue 
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they didn't have to pass on that issue right yet uh but now with the new court in place the five judge kind of 
reactionary majority that's in the supreme court uh we have to do a lot of considering about what steps we're 
going to take here to deal with those subpoenas that have come out so i got tied up on that one during the 
week and that despite my best efforts not to get drug into the day-to-day machinations of this administration 
so that we could stay focused on the kind of things we're talking about here on our friday evenings together 
uh i myself understand how you get dragged into these things so what we want to do is back up out of those 
things and come together here at the end of each week to kind of analyze our ongoing process which in my 
opinion is what we have to really do is uh a couple things number one we have to keep an eye on this huge 
existential threat that's being posed to us by global climate change and to try to stay focused on that issue as 
it relates to the upcoming selection of the president the vice president uh the the new cabinet members of 
the senate races that are they're coming up how do we assist in keeping forward leaning on this issue of 
global climate change and uh in the context of the larger progressive agenda uh that we have to have for the 
people uh so so what i wanted to do is i want to point out what uh what i think is uh getting ready to happen 
there's an awful lot of talk as i said you know in the news this week about trying to figure out what's going on 
if in fact donald trump loses the election but refuses to leave office uh i've sent a an email into to larry tribe 
uh my professor constitutional law professor at harvard uh he's working with a team of people at harvard law 
school right now to determine what all the legal steps are that are available to us 


00:06:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=C1xyVC3TBRo&t=361s 





are that are available to us to take the steps necessary to get trump out of office assuming he loses the the 
election and that's of course not just a popular vote but we're talking about the electoral college uh so i i don't 
want to go down that rabbit hole right now tonight because i think that is clear as i've said before that the high 
probabilities are that not only is uh is joe biden not only is he going to win the election but he's going to win 
the election by such a dramatic amount uh that in fact uh is going to forestall any of these major litigations 
that the the administration is figuring on doing along with william barr so so what i've said is look at let's let's 
us here uh think in terms of the high level probability projections that uh that obviously uh joe biden even 
though technically he's not the nominee of the democratic party yet uh we all know that it's a 99.9 probability 
that he's going to be the nominee this one this one tenth of one percent being just if he were to get hit by a 
train or something between now now and the the virtual convention uh he's going to be the nominee i think 
that it's now growingly obvious as as i've been talking about for the last three years at least that's almost 
certain that kamala harris is uh is kamala harris is going to be the vice presidential selection uh which means 
that we have to think in terms of well who other than kamala harris is going to be the attorney general to 
actually carry out the potential prosecutions of trump uh and his cadre after they get out of office and we 
have to try to also think about in terms of very importantly who is going to be heading up the environmental 
protection administration these are critical places for the for the global climate change 
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for the for the global climate change issues we have to deal with okay so i want to i want to move through 
some of these things to help set the stage for our our discussion here uh as i said that it's clear that that 
everybody feels comfortable about projecting a 99.9 probability that joe biden is going to be a democratic 
party nominee uh everybody feels i think fairly confident that uh it's going to be one of three different black 
women who are going to be selected by biden to be in the democratic national committee by the way and the 
the democratic the democratic policy people this is this is going to be a selection that's being made by the 
regular democratic party officials as to who the vice presidential candidate should be because i think it's also 
probably likely that everybody here of the the 95 of us so far that we we realize that it's probable that joe 
biden may well not run for a second term he may come in for one full term to undertake to get things back to 
normal and we'll have some discussion about what that means exactly but that that's what's likely to be going 
on here so that the dnc uh is going to be involved in uh making certain that whoever the vice presidential 
nominee is going to be uh that it's not a person's just arbitrarily picked by joe biden uh it's going to be a 
person whom the democratic national committee and the the other major decision makers within the party 


are going to decide who the candidate should be the likely candidate for 2024 so i want to have our 
discussion here in that context tonight about what do we do what do we hundred people or so do between 
now uh and the election to 
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between now uh and the election to try to have as much influence as we can uh on who the cabinet 
members are going to be and what policies they're going to be actually implementing with some special 
focus on the issue of global climate change so uh what we have to take a look at first is the fact that uh that 
joe biden has uh has has put out a a 20 page statement uh this is this is the statement here uh that he has 
on his uh his global climate change policies he has adopted the terminology of the green new deal uh in in 
his thing saying that biden believes that the green new deal is a crucial framework for meeting the climate 
challenges that we face so he's he's he has been pressed into a position of being willing to use the term the 
green new deal a number of people that are involved in political circles are suggesting we avoid uh using that 
particular term because it's going to cause everybody on the extreme right wing to what uh not vote for joe 
biden i don't think that's likely to happen uh but there's that's the the quest for the independence uh this 
constant uh dialogue goes on about the need to try to bring in as many independent voters as possible to 
vote for joe biden and that some not insignificant percentage of these people might be put off by the use of 
the term the green new deal because they are all going to associate it with uh with the aoc uh but the bottom 
line is joe has stepped forward and in this uh of this statement if he's issued this 20-page document he's 
actually utilized the term the green new deal but you'll notice that how he phrases it 
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but you'll notice that how he phrases it it says the green new deal is a crucial framework for attempting to 
meet the challenges of global climate change uh he isn't as such endorsing the bill that was introduced by uh 
by alexandria ocasio-cortez and uh and marky ed markey into the into the congress he's suggesting that it's 
a a logical framework for being able to deal with this uh and what you'll what you'll notice with biden and 
none of this is to suggest in the slightest that anybody should not work as hard as she or he can to make 
sure biden wins by the largest majority possible so as to try to forestall at least some of the the more obvious 
efforts that might be taken by by trump with the assistance of william barr and the justice department to to 
keep him in in power i i want everybody to stay as enthusiastic as possible about participating in getting 
getting him elected but it's important to keep in mind that he has called for and you can see it in the 
document he has called for moving to a 100 clean energy economy which he calls a net zero emissions 
economy by 2050. now that's a very specific position that he has taken here uh this document that joe 
biden's campaign put out uh is very specific about the fact that they're they're talking about a net zero uh 
emissions uh economy by 2050. now that that means two things what that means is that they're not talking 
about stopping the emissions of global greenhouse gases into the atmosphere what they're talking about is 
setting up a system that offsets the continued emission of global greenhouse gas emissions into the 
atmosphere by drawdown systems and reduction of 
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by drawdown systems and reduction of additional amounts going in so this net zero uh standard that they're 
using is an important one to understand it's not as radical as attempting to get to an actual 100 percent clean 
energy system though you'll see that even in his document he uses the terms sort of interchangeably is a 
100 percent clean energy system or a net zero system they aren't the same thing but the most important 
factor to keep in mind here is that he is proposing not getting to net zero until 2050. now whereas you'll 
notice in the in the 50-page uh summary that we sent out of the romero institute's uh proposed california 
green new deal we're proposing to get to net zero by 2035 and we're also proposing getting to 80 percent of 
net zero by uh 2038 or 2030 rather so that we're we're talking about a very accelerated program here of 
trying to get to 80 net zero by 2028 that is at the end of the next two terms that are going to be coming up so 
that i will i want us to keep this in mind uh that that i'm looking at the next two terms of a democratic party 


administration getting our country to net zero okay you know not not putting it off uh in the in the or getting to 
eighty percent of net zero by the end of these this next two terms so that's very different than setting targets 
of not getting to net zero until 2050. so all of this devolves into a policy of having to try to figure out 
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having to try to figure out what we need to do to try to put maximum pressure on the incoming democratic 
party administration to accelerate the process that joe biden is otherwise talking about here in the context of 
his campaign to be president so that that's that's the overall tactic that we need to keep in mind here now if 
you if you look further into this uh the 20-page document that that joe has has put out on this what you'll 
notice if you go through the entire document as i have with a red pen and a green pen and you underline 
everything in green that is really good stuff that he is saying and you go through the document with a red pen 
and you underline in red some of the trouble that is in this document and what you discover uh is that they 
come out almost perfectly balanced you get almost a a tip for tat throughout the document of good things 
being said and troublesome things being said now this is reflective of the uh the democratic uh uh dnc 
present position because you remember that the democratic leadership conference that got created right at 
the end of the cold war right at the point where president gorbachev signed the uh the release of all of the 
the republics the socialist republics in russia in the soviet union what what happened is that the republican 
party virtually immediately uh retrenched back to the hard right that it really represented during the robber 
baron era it went on from the end of the american civil war around 1868 all the way tonight to 1898 that 30- 
year period that generated the robber 
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robber baron era and ended up resulting in in the late 1890s into the age of american imperialism which was 
characterized as gunboat diplomacy manifest destiny a white man's burden uh this entire age of of american 
imperialism uh and so that that what we're saying is that when we got to the end of the cold war it began right 
at the end of world war one actually with the with the rise of the bolshevik revolution in russia in october of 
1917 the entire period all the way up until the end of 1991 that basically 75-year period was characterized by 
what came to be known as the cold war there's a lot of misrepresentation of that not having really come 
about until after the end of world war ii but the fact of the matter is when you look into it historically you see 
that the united states ruling circles were engaged right from the very beginning and trying to crush the the 
socialist revolution in russia uh none of this is to at least pretend even for a moment that that that process in 
in the soviet union didn't degenerate fairly quickly uh into this kind of you know aggressive authoritarian uh 
deprivation of individual human rights in in the soviet union under stalin and others but the fact of the matter 
is that the original reaction that was had on the part of the leadership of the of the uh uh the the entire uh 
robert baron era the to the onset of the uh the socialist revolution in in russia uh was one of terror in that they 
ended up establishing a very aggressive program of attempting to push out the influence of the the united 
states through military means uh to to secure access actually privileged access to the strategic raw materials 
around the world that were deemed to be 
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the world that were deemed to be necessary for the further development of the major corporations in the 
industrial revolution in the united states this is simply a matter of history it's not something that people talk 
about much on the on the political uh tours that they go on but everybody knows this from a historical point of 
view and so so what what i'm saying here is that when when gorbachev uh signed the agreement on 
december 31st of 1991 to release all of the socialist republics from the union of soviet socialist republics and 
basically stepped back from the cold war what happened was the republicans here in the united states just 
immediately retrenched back to their hardcore right wing position that they had developed after the civil war 
throughout the robber baron era so so what happened was unfortunately the democratic party the structural 
bureaucratic democratic party uh under the leadership of richard gebhardt uh and in others uh came forward 
with the with a the democratic leadership conference uh or council that actually started actively proposing 


that the democratic party start stepping back from a whole series of the new deal proposals that were made 
under roosevelt and to step back from the kind of public welfare programs they had a lot of these things and 
so that we we got the the leadership of the democratic leadership conference uh proposing a shift in the in 
the democratic party from being uh moderately to the left to center to being moderately to the right of center 
uh and and you got this entire uh new kind of generation of democratic party leadership you know 
symbolized by bill clinton and hillary clinton and al gore and richard gebhardt and the others where where 
they were proposing in their own words a new more moderate 
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in their own words a new more moderate democratic party uh to and some people would say it was in order 
to actually win elections but what it really was is that since the right wing republican party had moved so 
hardcore to the right that the political pragmatists didn't see any real advantage in staying to the left of center 
uh because they could move to the right of center and pick up some of the more independent votes and what 
was anybody going to do in a strictly two-party system what options did people have and so this temptation 
on the part of the democratic national committee to go in the direction of the democratic leadership council or 
conference uh and remember that hillary clinton ended up being the chairperson of the policy committee of 
the the democratic leadership conference and so that the all the policies that she was promulgating that 
ended up being much more moderate uh than than the new deal policies of franklin roosevelt for example 
and even in the kennedy administration and in the johnson administration they started having much more 
moderate sets of policies and and so what the challenge is here is that obama uh came into that democratic 
world and obama you know also had this kind of pragmatic a more moderate type of position even though his 
his language was very liberal uh his positions were actually quite moderate uh as we saw now i i raise all of 
that because this is the environment that joe biden ended up being brought up in not so much as when he 
was chair of the house judiciary committee or when he's even the chair of the or assuming the senate 
judiciary committee but even when he was the chairman of the senate foreign relations committee he was 
actually his tendencies are more liberal 
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liberal than the democratic leadership conference uh and as i mentioned before i i know joe biden 
comparatively well i briefed him when i was chief counsel for the jesuit headquarters in washington dc i 
briefed him when he was the head of the judiciary committee uh when when uh when larry tried my 
constitutional law professor would come down to testify in front of the the senate judiciary committee for 
example to oppose the constitutional amendment for the flag burning uh thing there are a whole series of 
those things and i also uh met with joe biden when he was the chair of the senate foreign relations 
committee when i was legal counsel for the iran contract investigating all the drug smuggling and the 
massive assassination programs and stuff going on in central america so i've had dinner with him as i've 
mentioned you know i i know i know uh his son a hunter uh hunter was in the jesuit volunteer car when i was 
general counsel for the jesuits uh hunter met his wife in the jesuit volunteer corps so i've had dinner with all 
of them so i i like joe i think joe is is very intelligent he has a great heart uh people all pretty much like him 
you know there is this myth that goes around about him being kind of a a bit of a bumbler or you know 
putting his foot in his mouth that's part of the national news media uh characterizing of him he's really totally 
competent and intelligent and and very liberal by his disposition but he became vice president in the later 
context of this kind of more moderate position on the part of the democratic party so what joe finds himself 
right now in this strange position of being you know caught up as vice president uh in this this new more 
moderate democratic party of uh of the clintons and and even obama uh but he sees himself confronted by a 
an ever increasing demographic inside the democratic party of younger people uh much more women 
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of younger people uh much more women activists in this black women activists very specifically and so he 
finds himself in this position now of realizing that in order to be an effective candidate for the democratic 
party he has to go back now from the the more moderate positions of the democratic party toward a more 
liberal set of policies and he he hasn't quite gotten to the point of thinking in terms of being a progressive but 
he he now feels more comfortable returning to his sort of liberal roots and so you'll see this thing in the bill in 
the uh the proposal to be set forth this 20 page document that i'm talking about you go through the thing and 
you see things like for example he will say that uh he's for example i'll give this uh to ensure that the us 
achieves 100 clean energy economy by reaching net zero emissions by 2050 okay now that's a classic kind 
of liberal position uh on the one hand pretending this 100 clean energy economy but it's not it's a a net zero 
emissions system by 2050 is not a 100 uh you know clean energy system and yet then he goes on to say he 
says and he will demand that congress enact legislation in the first year of his presidency that one 
establishes an enforcement mechanism that includes setting milestone targets by the end of his first term in 
2025 for getting to uh getting to uh net zero by 2050. now when you read something like that you see that 
he's talking about going all the way to his end of his fourth through his four-year term before he's even going 
to potentially establish milestone targets that will get us to 20 to net zero by 2050. now this is not this is not to 
uh condemn him uh for this kind of uh 
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uh condemn him uh for this kind of uh language that tends to characterize a lot of liberal policy positions uh 
but but the reality is that this goes on throughout his entire his entire paper uh that he that he he says for 
example uh he's going to try to rally the rest of the world to step up to the threat of global climate change it 
says in his document and what he says is that joe knows how to stand up with america's allies to stand up to 
our adversaries and to level with any world leader about what has to be done he will not only commit the 
united states to the paris agreement on climate change he will go much further than that he will lend he will 
let lead an effort to get every major country to ramp up their ambition to set climate targets so so what what 
this means when you really take a look at it from a lawyer's point of view if you were trying to make a 
contract with somebody and that's all they were really willing to do you say wait a second we've got to we got 
to dig a little harder to get a contract that really means something here you know to be putting pressure on 
people to increase their accelerate their targets you know is a very different thing from doing what is 
necessary to prevent the catastrophe that global climate change is really threatening right now and this goes 
on throughout his document uh and that uh i've i've gone through the entire document i would suggest to you 
as homework uh now that we've reached our 100 persons coming in now the the group of 100 i would 
suggest that you take a look at this document that i sent out to you and you go through this thing with a 
green pen and a red pen and you will discover what i have discovered is that there's this almost complete 
balance uh between him him saying things that uh are good for him to say uh 
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that uh are good for him to say uh in their their liberal positions but that they are equally balanced out by all 
of these different words like there uh he says he's going to commit every federal uh structure uh to reduce 
climate pollution and require any federal permitting decisions to give consideration to the effects of 
greenhouse gas emissions and climate change you know uh good it's great that the us army corps of 
engineers when they're considering a potential pipeline will give consideration to uh to global greenhouse 
gas emissions but what does that mean i mean you know i've dealt with the u.s army corps of engineers i've 
been across the table from them you know i mean they can give all the consideration they want i said i said 
in the meeting on the dakota access pipeline for example when they had a meeting of the u.s army corps of 
engineers this is under the obama administration and they had only one person from the standing rock tribal 
council in the room at the time and the rest of he was completely surrounded by 20 of the the employees of 
the the energy transfer partners who were going to go in there and browbeat him uh into going along with 
them building this pipeline and that's what they call what they're they're giving consideration uh to the to the 
issues of global climate change so ii raised that by way of of both uh praising joe biden for everything you 


can underline in green in his document but having to undertake a realistic critique of what it is he's really 
promising here uh which which reminds me of the time i've told something about this when i i was out in uh in 
iowa uh back in 2008 uh when when obama uh won the nomination and uh i was i was uh working uh 
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and uh i was i was uh working uh at that time uh in one of the other campaigns and with john edwards uh this 
was before we all discovered about john what was going on with john edwards but that i was working with 
john edwards in his campaign out in iowa in the primary uh and i was assigned responsibility to go and meet 
with obama about his issue his position on nuclear power right and so i i we were just outside of fairfield and 
he was getting said to come on stage at the fairfield high school when he and i had this meeting scheduled 
so we sat there just off stage and uh i i said oh i'm dan she and he said oh yes he says i know uh john john 
has had you come over to try to talk me out of supporting private nuclear power is that right i said that's right 
he said well look i know that you you did the silkwood case out in oklahoma and you did the three-mile island 
litigation there in pennsylvania and so i'm assuming you're just going to try to tell me that i can't support 
nuclear power at all and i said that's right and he said well look at dan let me let me say this he said look uh i 
know that there are difficulties with the waste disposal and actually the safety of these facilities at the present 
time but i'll tell you what he said he looked all around to make sure nobody was listening and he leaned over 
and he put his hand on my arm and he said look i will give you my own personal guarantee that i will not 
authorize the building of any single nuclear power plant until i am personally convinced a that it can be run 
safely and b that they can safely dispose of the waste materials and then he got up and started to walk away 
and i said excuse me i said excuse me hold it i said the fact of the matter is that neither one of those things is 
going to take place during an administration of just four years and i i and he's and he turned look at me said 
well good then neither you nor i have to worry about anything isn't that right and so then he got started to 
walk away 
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and so then he got started to walk away again i said excuse me i said you know that was very good but i said 
but how much money do you plan to squander out of the uh the alternative energy budget on financing the oil 
companies that own most of these nuclear power plants you have to try to develop a safe nuclear reactor or 
a way to dispose of the thing is how much do you plan to squander on that from the alternative energy 
budget he looked at me and said how much do you have in mind and i said nothing i said i don't i don't think 
you should be spending any money wasted on that and he looked at me he said well when you get a number 
call me you see now now that that's that's classic obama right but but the fact is it's classic liberal it's actually 
classic neoliberal uh and so that what we're going to witness is we're going to see a transition from joe biden 
moving from his neo-liberal vice presidential position uh into his traditional liberal position and you see it 
reflected here in this document you see him you see him talking about the fact that he's going to go much 
further than the than the obama biden administration and that's what he's saying and so he's going to go a 
little bit farther because he knows that there's this progressive threat uh on his left uh and he knows that he 
knows that bernie sanders and elizabeth warren were basically breathing down his neck and until jim 
claiborne you know came out and endorsed him in south carolina you know he was definitely on the ropes i 
think we all know that i mean you know everybody's going oh and people got all the old stories of joe biden 
how he was mumbling and didn't know where he was and all these bad jokes about him being too old and 
everything but then when claire came out and endorsed him everybody went oh well okay here's the 
congressional black caucus here's all the black organizers in the southern states that we've got to have so 
good he's going to be the nominee and 
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so good he's going to be the nominee and so now joe is knowing he's going to have to say things that are 
more liberal hey danny can you can you take us with time you've got left to the california green new deal 
what we're going to pragmatically do to move him and and get us into a real strong uh progressive position 


thank you well here's the here's the is that what we've we put in the you also got the 50-page summary the 
executive summary of our our global uh our greenhouse our california green new deal and what it calls for is 
a is an 80 reduction in the actual global greenhouse gas emissions uh by 2028 actually okay and that we're 
going to achieve full net negative carbon sequestration uh by by 2030 uh and so this is a lot different than 
what's being said by by joe biden democratic national committee right now and and the fact of the matter is 
what we're going to be doing in this particular bill and and you've got the whole outline in front of you now 
and it shows step-by-step detail by detail how it is that we're talking about going about doing that we're 
talking about setting up uh entire departments here in the state of california using as many of the existing 
ones as we can but setting up some new ones uh in which we're going to be setting for all kinds of for 
example declaring an actual uh emergency status of global climate change similar to what governor newsom 
did recently with regard to the homelessness in california he pushed right straight through the exception that 
that you're not allowed to have an omnibus bill you know uh in the in the state legislature he got a rule 
passed to have an exception to that to have a big omnibus bill for dealing with homelessness we need to 
have him do that with regard to global climate change uh we need to have a an emergency 
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uh we need to have a an emergency declared we want to establish a an office of climate action uh in in the 
government uh we've got we've got uh numerous things we have to expand the california green bond market 
by a hundred billion dollars by 2025 the hundred billion dollars by twenty thirty uh these are these are 
concrete ways in which we'll fund the actual activities that need to be undertaken which which include a uha 
a green a green core for training new workers people that are displaced from the from the fossil fuel industry 
and the fracking that they they have to get retrained we're talking about setting up into the department of 
education additional funding to go to the the community colleges to actually have specific courses for training 
people that have been displaced from their from their uh from their jobs in the in the fossil fuel industry we 
we've got in that call it comes under the department of education or increasing these activities uh in the in the 
community colleges uh we have got uh uh the vehicles we've got we've got specific provisions in here for uh 
limiting the production uh in sale of uh fossil fuel engine cars in the state of california that we're talking about 
having to require uh a a a decrease of 10 percent uh in the uh or an increase of ten percent of the mileage 
for cars operating in the state of california by 2030 uh we're talking about actually prohibiting the sale of of uh 
fossil fuel cars in the state of california by 2035 we're talking about giving subsidies to families to be able to 
purchase electric vehicles we're talking about uh subsidies going to the companies producing electrical 
vehicles we're talking specifically about 
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talking specifically about setting up electrical charging stations uh funded by the state of california so that 
people have free access to electrical power for their for their vehicles uh these are these are extremely 
concrete details that we're talking about here but the bottom line is it's important to remember that what what 
we're doing is we are we are saying we're saying that uh that the the standards that are governing the 
california green new deal is not what it is that we think is immediately politically feasible with the elected 
representatives who are all in place at the present time what we're saying is the two principles that govern 
this statute is what is it that's technologically possible to do okay uh and and uh and what then what 
absolutely has to get done i mean we we know that we have to do what it is that's absolutely necessary to do 
because we're talking about catastrophic consequences here and yet the the political officials are are talking 
about well let's get let's get adjusted to uh certain kind of negative impacts from global climate change there's 
nothing we're going to be able to do from what's already been put up in the atmosphere and we're not going 
to be able to do anything about what we're going to put up in the atmosphere between now and 2050. so 
they're going to be really negative consequences so let's get a adaptation for those things and we're saying 
wait a second you know you're allowing you're affirmatively allowing the continued emission of global 
greenhouse gas emissions up into the atmosphere which you know are going to cost thousands and 


thousands of lives in the in the future uh and yet you're because you're you're so insistent upon being able to 
maintain your position in office uh and to be viewed by your colleagues in the in the legislature as a 
reasonable person who's 
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legislature as a reasonable person who's going to go along with reasonable things and we all know that we 
have to depend upon certain contributions from the oil and gas corporations uh you know to maintain our our 
uh campaigns that they're making these compromises all the time and so what what what i'm saying here to 
you is that the bill that we have sent to you the outline the 50-page outline that gives you all the details of 
what it is we're talking about we have a page draft of the actual bill with full details of how you would go 
about doing that what committee is going to get put into et cetera and we're looking we're going to be having 
a bill that's probably 250 pages long by the time that we get done or 350 pages rather okay uh and no i think 
we've got 350 pages already it's probably going to be 500 pages to give you all the details of this now the the 
thing the thing that i want to point out here is that this is extremely important is that that the the person who is 
selected by the democratic national committee uh here next week uh who she's going to be named next 
week i think it's like a 95 probability it's going to be kamala harris as i've indicated i've we've known that for 
the last three years that that's likely to happen you know unless she stepped on a grenade somewhere and 
she's conducted herself adequately now uh and we know that she's the likely candidate uh and so that what 
what you do is you look at her you look at her position on on global climate change and there she she has uh 
refused to join when she was attorney general she refused to join in the litigation against the major exxon 
mobil uh corporations for their their infliction of global climate damage on the state of california uh she 
thought that was a little too forward-leaning 
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forward-leaning she in fact has taken uh contributions in the past from the oil and gas industry she has 
expressed doubts about fracking but she has not agreed to a vote for a ban on fracking in the state of 
california she's also extremely vague about her position on nuclear power uh and and the thing that is 
important to point out about joe's position joe has specifically called for the financing of nuclear power now 
that's an extraordinarily important position uh that he's taking he's going to try to lead the democratic party 
during his four-year administration into financing private nuclear power plants you know that's that's just not 
acceptable all right uh and and uh in as i say uh camilla harris is still very iffy about whether she's going to 
support a nuclear power or not uh and she's uh she also uh was criticized by the sunrise movement the 
young people for her at first not agreeing to attend cnn's climate crisis town hall because she was going 
around california doing fundraising events and so that they had to criticize her to get her to come to the the 
cnn thing uh and she was the last of all the major candidates for the presidency when she was running for 
the presidency to actually formulate a global uh greenhouse gas and missions policy and and she didn't do 
anything very original she just adopted portions of governor jay inslee's bill uh in elizabeth warren's bill in in 
some of uh corey brooker's booker's bill and so she hasn't ever listed it as one of the primary things that she 
has to be working on uh until she thought she had to so all i'm saying is that this doesn't this doesn't 
differentiate her from a lot of other politicians who don't do anything that has risk to it political risk until they 
see it as being an advantage 
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until they see it as being an advantage to them but what i'm suggesting is that a a biden uh camilla harris uh 
ticket going into this election is not going to be advocating the kind of things that really need to be done and 
are even technologically feasible they're going to be doing something that they view to be actually more 
politically feasible in the short run okay and and so that what we need to do we need to address the issue of 
okay so what do we do about this how do we what what concrete steps do we take to try to impose a kind of 
a pressure on them to do more more progressive things my proposal is this uh i have i've done the research 
on this and i have discovered that uh uh that aoc uh was actually born on october 13th of 1989. and i want 


you to think about that for a minute because what that means is she will be 35 years old three weeks before 
the 2024 election okay which means that she will be legally uh able to run for the presidency in 2024 now 
what that means is is that her influence among young people her influence among progressive people her 
influence inside the party to be coming forward with a set of proposals that are much more forward-leaning 
that are much more capable of addressing what needs to be done to address global climate change among 
other things it has to be tied to the potential that she is going to be pushed as a candidate by the progressive 
community to be the primary challenger to camilla harris in 2024. 
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camilla harris in 2024. i mean this is these are the kind of players that you have to deal with when i was in 
washington dc as general counsel for the jesuit order i remember talking to somebody in 1992 who was 
talking about offering the democratic vice presidential nominee nomination to john kerry along with al gore 
ran for the presidency in 2000 the democratic leadership was engaged in those kind of conversations in 
order to talk john kerry into stepping back on the iran contra investigation because they had cut a deal with 
the leadership of the republican party to allow the central intelligence agency to go in to nicaragua and 
secretly fund the campaign for tomorrow uh and actually they sent in roger ailes to be the campaign 
chairperson for him and so that that those kind of conversations are going on inside the democratic national 
committee there now that's why they're trying to figure out to make sure that camilla harris if she's going to 
be the nominee for the vice president is going to be their candidate for 2024 because it's highly possible 
probable that joe biden may not run for a second term and so therefore there's going to be a primary contest 
inside the democratic party in 2024 for who the presidential nominee is going to be with the dnc leaning 
forward to have it be kamala harris the progressive community lifting up uh aoc as being potentially the 
presidential candidate uh for a truly progressive agenda representing much younger people much more 
forward-leaning people who are willing to do what's necessary to establish the the protection against global 
climate change now what i'm saying here is is that the the democratic party has a the historical record of 
reaching out to their left and absorbing absorbing policies that they view 
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absorbing policies that they view to be potentially more popular with the general population of the democratic 
voting public than the ones that they would like to advocate because of the people who actually fund their 
campaigns which are major corporations and major uh wealthy people and they have a much more 
conservative interest and so that what they do is they reach out when they feel they have to do this and they 
will absorb policies that are being proposed by more progressive elements now that may well happen during 
the course of this four-year first term and so that that but what you have to have is you have to have a 
reasonable not just a threat but you have to have a reasonable viable option of an alternative candidate who 
is going to be able to assemble a full cabinet to know who the cabinet members are going to be to know what 
their policies are going to be to be able to put these forward and to to start basically representing a almost a 
a government in waiting uh which if joe biden and the democratic national committee were as smart as i think 
they should be they should be doing right now they should be setting forth who their secretary of state is 
going to be they should be setting forth who the head of their epa is going to be they should be setting forth 
who their secretary of the treasury is going to be joe biden should be campaigning with an entire government 
in waiting to take the place of donald trump so that it's not everybody's sitting around you know waiting to see 
what joe biden is going to do who he's going to pick you know after he gets elected you know in that 90-day 
period from the from november 3rd all the way through to january 20th you know that we've got we've got to 
do something that's different than usual we've got it we've got to amount a campaign that is going to be able 
to blow out donald trump you know to the point where he doesn't think it's even conceivably feasible for him 
to challenge the outcome of the election we've got to be able to 
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election we've got to be able to establish a a winning record in so many of the key states that even william 
barr can't go in and challenge uh and have an investigation with the justice department of alleged invalid you 
know mail-in ballots you know we've got to do something that now the fact of the matter is that that it's very 
unlikely that joe biden or the democratic national committee are going to have the kind of creative uh insight 
to do this they're not going to be listing who their secretary of state is going to be they're not going to be 
listing who the head of the epa is going to be they're going to be running on a pseudo personality cult you 
know of joe biden and camilla harris that is not smart that is not smart and not only that it's not even in the 
public interest to do something like that so what we should be doing is we should be trying to figure out who 
the people are that should be in the cabinet so that it's not just the dnc or other people sitting around you 
know political professionals trying to decide who they think the candidates ought to be and and keep them 
secret until after joe biden is elected you know i mean this is this is a different way of approaching uh the 
citizens participating in government you know as i said last week you know this our political activities in our 
country can no longer be viewed as a spectator sport on our part because we've seen what they'll do we've 
seen what the professional politicians will do and it is totally inadequate and we have a system we have a 
situation here with the global climate change where it's not just a matter of being displeased with their 
inadequate performance it's a matter of it being a catastrophe you know for our people on our planet and so 
that what we've got to do there's a moral obligation for us to come forward with concrete political options and 
alternatives uh so that they can determine what we're 
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uh so that they can determine what we're really talking about here so you know so we should start putting 
the pressure on right now on on the democratic national committee on joe biden and camilla harris after she 
gets named next week here to come forward and start naming their cabinet so that the cabinet can be out 
campaigning all across their country in in in directing the the head of particular departments that are 
particularly important inside certain key states go into that state and say what is she or he is going to be 
proposing for policies that are particularly pertinent to the people in that state rather than having to wait for 
joe biden to come into the state you know or wear himself out traveling to all 50 states you know or sending 
camilla harris in this his proxy you know we we've got there are 33 positions 33 positions that we talked 
about just last week you know that here's the this is that this is that list of them that i that i showed you uh 
last week here here they are danny we've we've had requests from three or four people that you share that 
so we should get those 33 positions out to everyone okay we can do that so but but here they are you know i 
mean like like who who is going to be the secretary of state right now the problem is the democratic national 
committee with their lack of creative thinking you know they aren't even thinking about the obvious person to 
be secretary of state who's the obvious person to be secretary of state for joe biden who is it it's barack 
obama what are we what are we dumb here we don't know that he'd be the best secretary of state he knows 
all the major foreign leaders everybody trusts him he's a he's a totally beloved guy he's totally competent he 
can go forward and represent the united states government to try to re-establish some level of reasonable 
credibility of 
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some level of reasonable credibility of us in the international playing field you know but no no you don't do 
that why is that well because it's not done that's not how you do it you know a person who has been 
president united states can't go around and be just secretary of state even though it did happen once in the 
past you know with john adams but but the bottom line it can be done but they're not thinking like that they're 
not thinking like that and what i'm saying is that what we've got to do as citizens we've got to move forward 
and take charge of what it is that we all believe needs to happen it needs to get done so that the people in 
the democratic national committee and other people can see at least that there are concrete proposals being 
made to them as to what they can do to be more creative i discovered this when i was at the legal counsel 
for the jesuits i was surprised that they hadn't thought of all kinds of really important things that they could be 
doing but they weren't doing it but when i happened to be there i said look i can think of several really 
important things that you could do and as soon as you make it clear to them what they are and how practical 


it is to do these things they go oh gee yeah you know that's a good idea so what i'm saying is it isn't that 
they're in bad faith these people are not in bad faith they're just not as creative as they need to be and our 
job as citizens in a democracy is to be able to put forth concrete proposals to them and show them in 
practical terms why this will work that's what the california green new deal is all about is showing them what 
concretely can be done in a state now we have the advantage of course of having a super majority in both 
the assembly and in the the senate in the state senate and a fairly progressive governor but that's fine 
everybody knows the the california what we're like as i've said a number of times before we have to be able 
to convince everybody that we citizens of california are just like the rest of america only sooner that's that's 
the key to 
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only sooner that's that's the key to this thing you know that we can do it sooner than other people but we can 
show them that it works we can show them the concrete details of how this thing will work how would it be 
financed uh how you can work in the congressional or inside the state assembly districts and actually 
generate support for these things i know we all want it to happen yeah okay thank you danny open it up so 
everybody can talk and give your thanks all right let's unmute it thank you buddy hi everybody you 


END 


